A broken mirror symbolizes
fractured identity, past trauma,
and disrupted life narratives,
relating to how our past heavily
influences our future by acting as a
distorted lens, where old hurts,
beliefs, or experiences (the broken
pieces) shape our present reactions
and future expectations, making us
see the world through fragmented,
often painful, reflections rather
than a clear image of reality
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Fragmented
Reflections

We don't see the past or
future clearly, but through
lenses of past hurts, joys, or
traumas, which can create
repetitive patterns or,
conversely, be reassembled
into a new narrative for
growth, showing the past is
crucial but doesn't have to
fully dictate the future.
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From the late 19th century
through the mid-2oth century,
"% the U.S. government used
-, Indian Boarding Schools to

~W A ;\»‘QAE. ke e p Yi{' .
i/ TR rR A "break" the cultural reflection

of Native children.

The Metaphor: The policy "Kill the Indian,
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Shattered Identities

We are not form here
Jenny Torres Sanches

Amazon.com

Shattered Sense of Self:

The journey from Guatemala to the 4
U.S. border is described as one that WE ARE NOI

"broken and remade" the F R O I’\ /\
protagonists. Pequeiia, in particular, | '
views her reflection through the
lens of her trauma; she adopts a H E R E

new name, FIOI’, as an act of

reclaiming her identity after her y
original life has been fractured.

“A fierce and tender story...Relevant, timely, and perceptive.”
—MARGARITA ENGLE, winner of the Pura Belpré Award and Newbery Honor

A "Mirror" of Societal Indifference:
The book itself is described as a
mirror for the reader, reflecting the
harsh realities of the immigration
crisis violence, systemic obstacles,
and the "human cost" that society
often chooses to look away from.

The Power of Hope: The author
emphasizes that hope is the tool
used to bridge the gap between
their broken pasts and an
uncertain future.
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